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Scandinavian Design has drawn the attention of the world because of its 
uniqueness since the late 20th century, which is an extension and development of the 
International style. International Style proposes the design concept of “less is more”, 
which means people design for the pattern, regardless of its function. Its 
characteristics, namely popularity and democracy of modern design have been 
canceled. Although the simplicity of design pattern is reasonable, the essence of 
design is people foremost. Humaneness and human caring is a necessity of the 
content. 
Fresh and plain, simple and elegant, Scandinavian Design outstands itself among 
the various modern design styles for the unique design concept and profound 
cultural tradition. It reflects the fowling ideas. Humanization for example, then 
based on people, coming from nature and blending into reality, human kind harmony 
with nature, beauty and function compatible and popularity. The soul of these 
concepts demonstrates the simplicity that Scandinavian designers are advocating to 
some extent. This idea of demonstrating harmony with nature is cast in the same 
mould with frugal aesthetics of simplicity, nature and humanization that oriental 
culture proposes, which also shows the image of nature, simplicity, silence and 
plainness. 
The differences and links between Scandinavian Design which expand 
International Style and China and Japan as representatives for oriental countries is 
the key point of this dissertation. Contracted but not simple design with brief pattern, 
fine function and humanization will be acknowledged and favored. The successful 
experience of Scandinavian Design offers much use for reference and elicitation. 
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